158                THE MISSION IN FTTTTEHGETJE.

seeing that they were unarmed. Some of the sepoys
said, *Yes, this is true. We should not injure these
people; they have never injured us, and are not in a
position to do so now/ But others said, ' No; away
with them to the Nana Sahib/ Mr M'Lain now
offered them, three hundred thousand rupees if they
would release them, and conduct them in safety to
Allahabad, but their reply was, ' It is not money we
want, but blood. We don't wish the seed of the
English to remain in the country/ Saying this, they
began to tie them two and two; where they were hus-
band and wife, they had the privilege of being tied
together. When all were thus tied, they were formed
into a line, and were fastened together by means of a
long rope, which was passed between them. While
these preparations were being made, the missionaries
found an opportunity to say to the four native Chris-
tians who had accompanied them, 'You can be of no
further use to us now, and to remain with us would
be but to expose yourselves to certain death. Eeturn
to Puttehghur, and tell our native brethren, that though
we die, the Saviour lives. Commit yourselves, soul
and body, to His keeping; and, whatever befalls you,
don't deny Him/

"Three of the four left them; but the fourth, an
ayah, refused to do so. These preparations completed,
the sepoys moved off with their prisoners in the direc-
tion, of Cawnpore. It was a sad procession. Among
the prisoners were little children, and mothers in deli-
cate health; and none of them had tasted anything